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culture
cultural resources
The primary cultural resources of a community are its 
people and their way of life. Catharine and Montour’s rural 
character and friendly atmosphere help create the cultural 
fabric of the community. Social organizations, places of 
worship, libraries, museums, community festivals, and 
places to appreciate and create art provide residents with 
education, enjoyment, inspiration, spiritual fulfillment and 
creative and philanthropic outlets.

catharine
The Town of Catharine and Village of Odessa have strong 
cultural support systems. It is home to many social service 
and veteran’s organizations including the American Le-
gion and the Schuyler County Veterans Memorial Park, 
the Lions Club and the Boy Scouts of America.  There are 
also many places of worship including The Odessa Wes-
leyan Church, The Solid Rock Youth Ministries, The Odessa 
Baptist Church,  The Odessa United Methodist Church, The 
Catharine United Methodist Church, St Benedict’s Church, 
St John’s Episcopal Church, The Way Cross Sanctuary, 
The Cayutaville Church, and The Alpine United Methodist 
Church. It is also home to the Dutton S. Peterson Memo-
rial Library. S17, S10  

montour 
The Town of Montour and Village of Montour Falls are 
equally endowed with a cultural support system. Their so-
cial service and veteran’s organizations include: the Lions 
Club, the Loyal Order of Moose, the Women of the Moose, 
the Royal Arch Masons, the Free and Accepted Masons 
and the Boy Scouts of America. The places of worship 
in the Town of Montour include: The Bethel Fellowship 
Church, The First Baptist Church, The Montour Falls United 
Methodist Church, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, and the 
Jehovah Witnesses Kingdom Hall. Montour’s library is the 
Historic Montour Falls Memorial Library, which started its 
life as the first bank in the area. S17, S10     

early history
One of the greatest strengths of Schuyler County lies 
in the people and the culture and history that produced 
them. The people and their way of life coupled with the 
scenic landscapes and fertile environment make the towns 
of Catharine, Montour, Montour Falls, and Odessa great 
places to live. Before Columbus ever stepped foot on 
this continent the Seneca Indians found these beautiful 
and bountiful lands perfect for their farming and hunt-
ing needs. The Iroquois, including the Seneca, allied with 
the British in the Revolutionary War and were harboring 
British Royalists after the British defeat. In 1779, American 
General John Sullivan led a campaign to stop the Seneca 
and other Iroquois from attacking American settlements. 
This campaign pushed the Seneca into Canada, and many 
of Sullivan’s troops stayed or returned after the campaign 
to settle the area. 

Growth began slowly in the first part of the nineteenth 
century.  It wasn’t until the completion of the Erie and 
Chemung Canals in the 1830’s that the area really be-
gan to flourish. The development of the Elmira, Jeffer-
son, Canandaigua and Chemung Railroads in the 1850’s 
continued to spur growth in Schuyler County. Most early 
residents were farmers but some, primarily in the vil-
lages, began mercantile, lumbering, manufacturing and 
milling operations. The Village of Odessa was one of the 
early mercantile centers of the region and home to both 
saw and grist mills.S13 The Village of Montour Falls, then 
known as Havana, also had a bustling economy with mills, 
manufacturing operations, mercantile establishments, The 
McKeg Opera House, a hotel (the Montour House) – which 
is still standing and currently under renovation - and the 
Bethesda Sanitarium Summer Resort and Spa.S5 

True to their roots, residents of Montour and Catharine to-
day continue to enjoy the natural beauty, pleasant agrar-
ian lifestyle and local entrepreneurship. In this section, we 
attempt to give an inventory of major cultural resources in 
the towns of Catharine and Montour. 
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historic resources
Historic resources connect communities to their past.  
They help us see not only where we have been, but also 
where we are and where we are going.  They enrich our 
lives by providing inspiration, enjoyment and a sense of 
pride in the community.   Historic Resources can also pro-
vide opportunities for increasing property values through 
restoration, preservation, and generating heritage tourism.  
The Towns of Catharine and Montour have a rich history 
and numerous historic resources. 

catharine
The Lattin-Crandall Octagon Barn in the Town of Catharine 
is on the National Register of Historic Places. Its innova-
tive self-supported roof and round shape make it unique 
and highly appreciated. It was built by William S. Lattin 
in 1893. The first church building in the county is also in 
Catharine.  A New York State Historic Marker is at the site 
of the old Catharine M.E. Church, erected in 1807. S7, S8 

montour falls
Montour Falls is home to the only Historic District in 
Schuyler County.  The ‘Glorious T’ Historic District was 
placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1978. 
The district is made up of 24 buildings and Shequaga Falls. 
Local entrepreneur Charles Cook commissioned the five 
main buildings between 1854 and 1866: the County Clerk’s 
office, The Schuyler County Courthouse, the bank, the 
Montour House and the Episcopal Church. The other build-
ings in the district are primarily private residences, but 
some were and are used for other businesses and servic-
es. The buildings in this district are exquisite examples of 
the striking Greek revival style and are a treasure to take 
pride in. The one room 1884 Lee School and The Schuyler 
County Historical Society’s Brick Tavern Museum are listed 
on the register as separate from the Glorious T District. 
The Brick Tavern Museum is the oldest brick structure in 
Schuyler County, built in 1828. It has served as a tavern, 
a Select School for Boys, a boarding house and a home 
as well as a Museum. The museum collection inside the 
beautiful old brick building is possibly a greater historical 

HistorY
treasure than the building itself. The museum contains 
historic maps, music, books, government records, business 
records, diaries, medical documents and family genealogy 
resources. 

The Town of Montour has four New York State Historic 
Markers. One marks Catharine’s Landing, the first store 
and inn in the region. Another marks the first road in 
Schuyler County known as the Catharine Spenser Turnpike. 
A third marks the military route of the Sullivan-Clinton 
army on its campaign against the British and Indians of 
Western New York in 1779. The final marker stands at 
Shequaga Falls translating “She-qua-ga” from the Seneca 
language to English as “Tumbling Waters.”  It also notes 
that Louis Phillipe made a sketch of the falls during his 
visit to Montour Falls before he became King of France.  
The painting is now on display in the Louvre. S7, S8, P14 
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recreAtion
Recreational resources are great assets for any commu-
nity. They can include both natural and man-made places 
where residents and visitors can unwind, exercise and 
enjoy themselves such as a wildlife sanctuary or a ball 
field. They facilitate interaction with nature, wildlife and 
neighbors. These resources also provide opportunities for 
self-reflection and solitude. These are places where youth 
can learn valuable lessons about self-reliance, teamwork, 
nature and their culture. In these ways, recreational 
resources add to the cultural fabric and quality of life in a 
community. 

The towns of Catharine and Montour are full of wonderful 
recreational resources and opportunities that should be 
appreciated, protected and enjoyed. The most abundant 
recreational resources in Montour and Catharine are per-
haps the beautiful rural landscape and farms which define 
the character of the area. The ability to enjoy scenic views 
all around the towns of Catharine and Montour is an im-
portant resource for both residents and visitors alike. 

The growing Agritourism industry depends on the rural 
character of a place and may provide opportunities for 
additional tourism and farm-based revenues for the area.  
Agritourism is about experiencing farm work and life first 
hand.  Tourists can visit farms to pick crops, ride horses, 
taste locally grown food and recipes, learn about farming 
practices and lifestyles, and shop in farm gift shops and 
farm stands. Locally and internationally, Agritourism to 
wine growing regions is on the rise. This trend presents a 
great opportunity for local wine producers to expand their 
revenues beyond simply producing, selling and sampling 
their wines by including interested tourists in their produc-
tion processes and way of life. S18, S14, P11

catharine
Outdoor recreation opportunities abound in Catharine. The 
New York State Department of Environmental Conserva-
tion manages the Texas Hollow Wildlife Sanctuary north 
of the Village of Odessa, The Connecticut Hill State Game 
Management Area encompassing much of the western 

part of the town, and the Public Boat Launch on Cayuta 
Lake. 

The Texas Hollow Wildlife Sanctuary offers great 
opportunities to hike, ride horses, ski, snowshoe, snowmo-
bile, hunt and bird watch. P18

The Connecticut Hill State Game Management Area 
offers hiking, horse riding, biking, skiing, snowshoeing, 
snowmobiling, hunting and bird watching.p18

Cayuta Lake is 588 acres of prime boating and fish-
ing waters. The lake was named for the Seneca princess 
Kayutah. As the DEC recounts “Legend has it that the 
princess was kidnapped by a hostile tribe. Her mother was 
so saddened she cried until her tears filled the valley and 
formed the lake.” Today, the lake is home to Chain Pick-
erel, Largemouth Bass, Yellow Perch, Rock Bass, Bluegill, 
Pumpkinseed and Brown Bullhead species and offers some 
of the best fishing of the region. There are two camp-
grounds on the lake: the Cool-Lea Camp and Lake Grove 
Park Camp. Both camps offer boating and tent and RV 
camping. P17, S6, S11

Catharine Park, managed by the Town of Catharine, is 
a great place for group and community gatherings. Park 
Pavilions can be reserved throughout the summer. A play-
ground and ball fields provide exercise opportunities for 
kids and adults alike.  It is also a great place for a picnick-
ing and simply meeting and relaxing outdoors.S16 

The Cayuta Creek Trail is a two and half mile gorge trail 
starting in the Town of Catharine and ending in Alpine or 
Connecticut Hill depending on which spur you choose to 
take. P18

The Finger Lakes Trail also runs through the town 
of Catharine. The Finger Lakes Trail is 563 miles long 
spanning from Allegany State Park to the Long Path in 
the Catskill Forest Preserve. There are also 236 miles of 
branch and loop trails that break off from the main trail. 
The trail runs through both public and private lands and is 
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free to the public. S12 

montour
The town of Montour offers guests and residents exem-
plary recreational resources. 

The Catharine Creek Wildlife Management Area, 
also known as Queen Catharine Marsh, spreads between 
Watkins Glen and the north of Montour and is managed by 
the New York State Department of Environmental Conser-
vation. It is an 890-acre marsh offering a diverse ecosys-
tem and opportunities for hiking, biking, boating, fishing 
and bird watching. P18

Havana Glen Park holds Eagle Cliff Falls and creek 
offers opportunities for hiking, camping, picnicking, fish-
ing and field sports. The park is managed by the town of 
Montour and provides a pavilion, picnic areas, ball fields, 
campsites, restrooms and showers. P18

The Village of Montour Falls manages the Montour 
Falls Marina and Campground which offers access to 
Seneca Lake via the old Chemung Canal, a public boat 
launch, fishing, picnic pavilions and a camp store. P14

Montour Falls Biodiversity Area may be the most im-
portant and diverse ecosystem in the Finger Lakes region 
according to Cornell Plantation Botanists. P14

Catharine Creek, John’s Creek and Catlin Mill Creek 
all offer great fishing and scenic opportunities like Deck-
ertown Falls. P18

The Catharine Valley Trail is a 12-mile multi-use public 
trail that will connect Watkins Glen State Park and Mark 
Twain State Park when completed. In August of 2009 the 
Friends of the Catharine Valley Trail released a map indi-
cating all portions of the trail from Watkins Glen to Millport  
have been completed. The trail passes directly through the 
Village of Montour Falls by way of the Northern Central 
Railroad and Chemung Canal Towpath. The trail offers 
beautiful views and a fun way to explore the area. The 
trail also provides a safe and convenient path for both 
recreational and utilitarian cyclists to travel. The fact that 
the trail connects Montour Falls to other municipalities is 
an important aspect of the Catharine Valley Trail. This con-
nectivity is not only attractive to tourists but also helps to 
encourage residents to choose alternative forms of travel 
in their everyday lives. P14

The Finger Lakes Trail also passes through the town of 
Montour and one of its branch trails, the Queen Catharine 
Marsh Trail is in Montour. The branch trail is a nine mile 
loop starting at the entrance to Watkins Glen State Park 
that extends into the Catharine Creek Wildlife Management 
Area. In summer 2009, the trail was the main attraction 
for the inaugural Catherine Valley Half Marathon, which 
boasted 123 entrants. These recreational resources make 
the town of Montour a desirable destination for recreation 
enthusiasts and a great place to live. S12

tourism
Ecotourism is a widely used but misunderstood term. It 
generally refers to tourism that promotes the protection 
and enjoyment of natural areas and landscapes, but that is 
not the only principle that informs it. Ecotourists also strive 
for environmentally and economically sustainable travel.  
Tourism which highlights and enhances the natural en-
vironment while also providing economic benefits to the lo-
cal community rather than funneling revenues to far away 
interests qualifies as ecotourism. 

Many of the assets described in this report can be lever-
aged to promote ecotourism in Catharine and Montour. 
Tourism is a powerful economic development tool for the 
towns of Catharine and Montour. It can bolster the local 
economy by providing jobs and generating new business 
opportunities. The travel and tourism sector in Schuy-
ler County generated 532 jobs and $11,285,000 in labor 
income in 2008. Given the exquisite cultural, historic and 
recreational resources of Montour and Catharine and the 
fact that the travel and tourism sector only makes up 7.9% 
of all labor income in the county, there is a vast amount 
of room for growth in the travel and tourism sector in 
Montour and Catharine. When a good tourism program 
is properly implemented it can not only bolster the local 
economy but also protect the community’s natural, cultural 
and historic treasures while improving the quality of life 
and experience for both residents and visitors.P9 

conclusion
The cultural, historical and recreational resources of the 
towns of Catharine and Montour are important compo-
nents of these communities. The protection of these 
resources is crucial for the vitality of these communities. 
Their benefits to the local residents alone warrant their 
protection, celebration and exploration but they also go 
a long way to attracting others to the area – tourists, but 
also potentially new residents. 

Advances in digital technology have spurred a national and 
international trend of the disintegration of the tie of many 
occupations to a particular place. With the use of the in-
ternet and telecommunications, many people are finding it 
possible to either work from home or locate their business 
wherever they choose to live, rather than being forced to 
locate in a more urban setting and market. As the baby 
boom generation continues to age, more and more of 
them will enter retirement. They too, will be relieved from 
their spatial employment ties. Many of these baby boom-
ers will look to move to rural and small- town locations 
with rich cultural, historical and recreational resources. 
Gaining new populations, both retired and employed, 
can lead the towns of Catharine and Montour to a more 
economically sustainable future so long as the growth is 
properly managed and understood. P3



demographics
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The most current U.S. Census population estimates 
for Catharine, Montour, Montour Falls, and Odessa 
were released on July 1, 2008. This estimation only 
included a total population count for each municipal-
ity.  All other demographic data is provided from the 
2000 Census.   Although it is not up to date, the 2000 
Census can still portray an accurate representation 
of community characteristics given the relatively slow 
rate of change and small size. For example, Schuyler 
County as a whole only experienced a subtle decline 
of 1.75% in overall population between the years of 
2000 and 2008.  Meanwhile, the nation as a whole 
experienced population growth of 8.04%.S2

young people tend to move out of 
the area after graduating from high 
school
A good way to examine trends occurring in each ju-
risdiction, is to look at how people of similar age, and 
conceivably similar life stages, are moving in and out 
of the community. In each town and village, the popu-
lation of 10 to 19 year olds in 1990 shrunk consider-
ably as they became the 20 to 29 year old age group 
in 2000. Countywide the age group of 10 to 19 year 
olds in 1990 dropped 32.31% compared to the 20-29 
age group in 2000.  This is likely a result of middle 
and high school age students entering the work force, 
finding poor employment opportunities locally and 
being forced to migrate elsewhere for work. This 
trend speaks to a concern expressed by residents in 
Schuyler County during their comprehensive planning 
process in 2004.  The plan states: “A top concern of 
county residents in both town meetings and the public 
opinion survey was the state of the local economy. Im-
proving local economic health is seen as a way to keep 
young people and professionals from moving away.” 
It is clear that many of the young people are moving.  
However, 20 to 29 year olds may chose to stay if they 
are provided with lucrative and attractive employment 
opportunities.S1, S2, P18

an important age group to consider 
is the baby-boomer population
The USDA has found that “members of the baby boom 
cohort... are approaching a period in their lives when 
moves to rural and small-town destinations increase 
(and) projects a shift in migration among boomers 
toward more isolated settings, especially those with 
high, natural and urban amenities and lower housing 

tHe people

costs. Whether adjacent to big cities or less accessible, 
counties with desirable physical attributes -pleas-
ant climates, mountains, beaches, lakes- are likely 
to increase their already high share of baby boom 
migration.” This description of the areas that will be 
affected the most by baby boom migration is almost 
a perfect description of Schuyler County jurisdictions 
which provide immense cultural, historical and rec-
reational amenities and low housing costs. In 2000, 
the median home price asked in Schuyler County was 
$57,200 compared to the national median price asked 
of $89,600. The USDA projects that the non-metro 
populations of 55 to 74 year olds will increase by a 
staggering 66.67% between 2000 and 2020. Schuy-
ler County had a 3.19% increase in the baby boom 

Odessa-Montour Central School
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cohort (ages 40-59 in 2000) between 1990 and 2000. 
While this number seems small, it is significant compared 
to the 2.82% loss in total population at the time. Also, 
this growth was even prior to the migration pattern that 
the USDA recognizes in its study. An increase in older 
populations can have significant ramifications throughout 
the community including the increased need for medical 
services and changing business opportunities.  It will be 
important to further track and analyze changes in the baby 
boom cohort in Schuyler County jurisdictions as more data 
becomes available in the future.S1, S2, P3 

predicting population change in cath-
arine, montour, montour falls, and 
odessa 
In order to forecast future population growth we have 
employed the forecast generated by the Program on 
Applied Demographics in the College of Human Ecology 
at Cornell University. They have created a forecast for 
Schuyler County as a whole through 2020 and beyond 
to 2035. We have used their projections for 2020 and 
made slight adjustments to include the probable influx of 
baby boomers suggested by the USDA which suggests an 
increase of 66.67% for the population 55 to 74 years old.  
The Program on Applied Demographics only projected an 

increase of 54.90% for the baby boomer cohort of 55 to 
74 which has been adjusted to reflect the 66.67% change 
predicted by the USDA.  Once we created the adjusted 
county projection, we used the ratio of the total population 
of each town and village to the county as whole to de-
termine their share of the total county population change 
and new total population. Our total population forecast for 
Schuyler County as a whole is a 0.20% decrease between 
2000 and 2020 for a total population of 19,186 residents in 
2020.S4, S1, S2, P3 

Demographics Data of Catharine, Montour, Odessa and Montour Falls
Town of Catharine Town of Montour Village of Odessa Village of Montour 

Falls

2008 Population 1,930 2,377 583 1,769

% Change Population2000-08 -3.69% -2.82% -5.51% -1.56%

2020 Forecasted Population 1,926 2,441 616 -2.60%

% Change in ‘Graduates’ Age Group 1990(10-19 
years)-2000 (20-29 years)

-39.82% -36.07% -61.39% -26.76%

% Change in ‘Baby Boomer’ Age Group (40-59 
years)1990-2000

-6.85% 2.12% -42.41% 6.44%

% White 96.79% 97.96% 96.60% 97.61%

% Black or African American 0.57% 0.74% 0.81% 1.00%

% American Indian or Alaska Native 0.52% 0.33% 0.16% 0.33%

% Asian 0.16% 0.16% 0.00% 0.22%
CENSUS 2000

There have been large population decreases in all sectors of the population in Odessa between 1990 and 2000. Based 
on the 2008 estimates, this trend seems to be slowing, but the population change in Odessa should be monitored and 
analyzed very closely in the coming years.
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catharine
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emploYment And 
economY

Defining the Economic Environment 
in catharine, montour, montour 
falls, and odessa
The local economy is perhaps the most influential 
component of any community. Changes in the local 
economy can lead to drastic changes in virtually all 
aspects of life in a town or village. The importance of 
adequate sources of livelihood for each individual in a 
community is obvious. The health and vitality of the 
local economy not only affects individual residents, 
however, it also has substantial impacts on towns and 
villages and their ability to provide services.  The rural 
location and sparse population of Schuyler County 
creates a unique economic environment very differ-
ent from a more urban marketplace. As such, the 
economy of Schuyler County must compete with other 
economies in the region, state and nation in specific 
ways. As the Schuyler County Comprehensive Plan 
from 2004 states: “Transportation and access can be 
problems for industries and energy costs are gener-
ally high. However, with a solid tourism base, several 
well-established industries and a spectacular environ-
ment, economic development in Schuyler County can 
break away from the traditional ‘business retention 
and expansion’ models and embrace flexible, creative 
and sustainable programs.” P18 

many jobs are located outside of 
schuyler county
The employment arena in the jurisdictions within 
Schuyler County is unique. Many of the residents of 
the county find work outside of the community in 
other adjacent counties. As of the 2000 Census there 
were a total of 8,362 workers in Schuyler County. 
54.83% or 4,585 of Schuyler County workers were 
employed outside of the county compared to a na-
tional average of 26.69% of workers who work outside 
of the county of their residence. Many of the residents 
of the towns of Catharine and Montour find work in 
neighboring communities like Ithaca and Tompkins 

County, Corning and Steuben County and Elmira and 
Chemung County. In the town of Catharine, 52.15% 
or 473 workers were employed outside of the county. 
In the village of Odessa 46.90% or 136 workers were 
employed outside of the county. In the town of Mon-
tour 46.28% or 498 workers were employed outside 
of the county. In the village of Montour Falls 43.03% 
or 284 workers were employed outside of the county. 
Some workers in Schuyler County, 0.85%, also work 
in other states. These residents are included in those 
who work outside of the county for the totals listed 
above. This dynamic is important to note because the 
actual jobs necessary to support Schuyler County need 
not all come from the county itself. The more jobs that 
are created in the county, however, will help to make 
the Schuyler County economy more sustainable. S1, S2 

there are many non-farm jobs
The most current employment data available at a 
scale smaller than countywide is from the zip code 
business patterns database from the U.S. Census 
Annual Economic Survey from 2007. This data source 
provides data by zip code. That being said, this data 
is an approximation of the jobs supplied in the towns 
of Catharine and Montour including their respective 
villages with just a bit of spill over into other jurisdic-
tions. The zip codes used for Catharine and Odessa 
were 14805 and 14869. The zip codes used for 
Montour and Montour Falls were 14865 and 14864. 

Schuyler County
Workers 16 and over

Worked in state of residence; Worked in 
county of residence

Worked in state of residence; Worked 
outside county of residence

Worked outside state of residence

schuyler county 
workers 16 and over

2000 Census
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The jobs supplied in these zip codes can give us a 
good idea of the jobs supplied in the immediate area 
of the towns of Catharine and Montour, even though 
a few of the jobs in these zip codes may be outside of 
town boundaries. The firms listed represent the total 
non-farm and non-government firms providing em-
ployment. In the Catharine area there are only 4 firms 
that provide 10 or more jobs. Two wholesale trade 
and one health care and social assistance firms supply 
between 10 and 49 jobs. The only firm to supply more 
than 50 jobs is a transportation and warehousing firm. 
The construction sector is the largest sector of firms 
supplying less than 9 jobs. The Montour area’s major 
source of jobs is the health care and social assistance 
sector. There are two health care and social assistance 
firms providing 50 or more jobs, three firms providing 
between 10 and 49 jobs and ten firms employing 9 or 

less employees. There is also one large construction 
firm employing more than 50 workers. S3

N1

agriculture is a major economic 
sector within schuyler county
Agriculture is a major sector of the economy in 
Schuyler County. The Cornell Cooperative Extension 
of Schuyler County reports that 66,278 acres of the 
county were farmed in 2007. This is a 1.68% increase 
in the acres farmed in 1997. In 2007 there were 265 
farms selling at least $2,500 worth of product and 
164 of these farms sold over $10,000. Collectively 
these 265 farms produced a total of $33,059,000 in 
product sales, excluding wine sales that are counted 
as manufacturing or retail products. The economic 
multipliers associated with agriculture are higher than 
any other sector in the county. An economic multi-
plier is the amount of money generated in the total 
Schuyler County economy for each dollar spent on 
that sector. For example, $1 spent on corn in Schuyler 
County actually produces $1.63 to the total economy 
because other goods and services are associated with 
the production of that corn, for example the transpor-
tation of the corn once it is grown or the retail sale of 
the fertilizer used to grow the corn. Farm sales have 
an economic multiplier of 1.63 and lumber and wood 
products manufacturing (another component of agri-
culture) has a multiplier of 1.71 compared to 1.25 for 
construction, 1.23 for recreation and accommodations, 
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1.33 for manufacturing and 1.18 for retail trade. Ag-
riculture is also a component of the tourism sector of 
the Schuyler County economy. Many visitors taste lo-
cally grown wine and visit farm stands and u-pick op-
erations. Even if tourists are not participating in these 
agri-tourism efforts, agriculture still helps to attract 
tourists because it helps to create a beautiful rural 
environment. Agriculture supplied 933 jobs in Schuyler 
County in 2007 including 220 owner-operated farms. 
This is a significant increase of 105.05% over the 455 
jobs supplied from agriculture in 1997. This suggests 
that great strides are being achieved in improving and 
expanding the agriculture sector of the economy in 
Schuyler County. The Agriculture Development and 
Farmland Protection Plan lists 7 goals and a number of 
recommendations that should be followed to continue 
this expansion of agriculture in Schuyler County.P10

tourism is a big part of the local 
economies within the county
The Village of Montour Falls and Watkins Glen Down-
town Improvement Strategy prepared for the Schuy-
ler County Partnership for Economic Development 
(SCOPED) in 2005 reports that Schuyler County draws 
close to 2 million tourists each year and that for every 
resident of Schuyler County there are approximately 
100 tourists. The Economic Impact of Tourism in New 
York State: Finger Lakes Focus report prepared by 
Oxford Economics Company in April of 2009 finds that 
in 2008 the amount visitors spent in Schuyler County 
was a substantial $26,364,000. Of the total dollars 
spent by visitors 21.16% was spent on lodging, 8.95% 
on Recreation, 18.23% on food and beverage services, 
17.44% on retail and service stations and 34.22% on 
second homes. They also found that tourism supplied 
562 jobs in 2008, which produced a labor income of 
$11,285,000. In addition the Oxford Economic Com-
pany found that local taxes generated from tourism 
in Schuyler County in 2008 amounted to $1,761,000. 
This countywide data cannot reasonably be broken 
down to the individual towns of Catharine and Mon-
tour because of the diverse nature of tourism in these 
different communities. Each community will not have 
an equal share of tourism spending or income because 
they all draw different amounts of tourists and we do 
not currently have the data to determine how many 
tourists patron each individual town or village. The 
Downtown Improvement Strategy found that there is 
still “untapped tourism demand” that should be used 
to further improve the economies of Watkins Glen, 
Montour Falls and Schuyler County in general. The 
strategy lists 9 objectives and many actions to capture 
this tourism and generally improve the downtowns of 
Montour Falls and Watkins Glen. This Downtown Im-
provement Strategy gives excellent recommendations 

for improving the tourism sector related to the down-
town areas, however, much more could be done to 
improve the other sectors of the tourist industry such 
as recreational tourism and agro-tourism.P16, P9

N2

income And 
poVertY
town of catharine
The town of Catharine had a median household in-
come of $36,207 in 1999 up 35.35% from $26,750 in 
1989. In 1999 223 residents income was determined 
to be below the poverty level down 17.10% from 269 
residents in 1989.  This means that 11.55% of the 
population had an income below the poverty level in 
1999 compared with 12.38% nationally. The town of 
Catharine saw decreases in households earning less 
than $45,000 and increases in households earning 
more than $45,000 between 1989 and 1999.S1, S2 

village of odessa
The village of Odessa had a median household income 
of $41,250 in 1999 up 39.01% from $29,674 in 1989. 
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In 1999 53 residents were deemed below the poverty 
level down 44.21% from 95 residents in 1989. 8.59% 
of the total population in the village of Odessa had an 
income below the poverty level in 1999. The village 
of Odessa saw deceases in almost every income level 
between 1989 and 1999. This is explained by the large 
decline of 34.27% in the total population between 
these years. S1, S2

town of montour
The town of Montour had a median household income 
of $33,879 in 1999 up 38.89% from $24,393 in 1989. 
In 1999 271 residents were deemed below the poverty 
level up 36.18% from 199 residents in 1989. 11.08% 
of the total population was deemed under the poverty 
level in 1999. The town of Montour saw decreases in 
household incomes below $30,000 and increases in 
incomes above $30,000 between 1989 and 1999. S1, S2 

village of montour falls
The village of Montour Falls had a median household 
income of $29,018 in 1999 up 31.05% from $22,143 
in 1989. In 1999 236 residents were deemed be-
low the poverty level up 47.50% from 160 in 1989. 
13.13% of the total population in Montour Falls was 
deemed under the poverty level in 1999. The village of 
Montour Falls saw a more mixed result in the change 
of income levels than the other municipalities we have 
examined in this study. Some of the lower income lev-
els like $15,000 to $19,999 saw increases while some 
of the higher income levels like $45,000 to $49,999 
saw decreases between 1989 and 1999. S1, S2

employment forecast
The Housing Needs Assessment compiled by the Cor-
nell Cooperative Extension of Schuyler County in 2009 
provides us with an economic forecast for Schuyler 
County as a whole through 2020. Their forecast proj-
ects a 9.95% increase in total non-farm employment 
for 5,424 workers in 2020. The industry breakdown is 
as follows: construction employment is down 10.22% 
for 360 jobs, education and health services employ-
ment is up 31.24% for 1105 jobs, Financial activities 
employment is up 18.46% for 77 jobs, government 
employment is down 0.16% for 1269 jobs, leisure and 
hospitality employment is up 43.72% for 904 jobs, 
manufacturing employment is down 13.98% for 437 
jobs, professional and business services employment 
is up 20.20% for 119 jobs and trade, transportation 
and utilities employment is down 0.31% for 964 jobs. 
In 2020 the largest increases in employment will be 
in the education and health services and leisure and 
hospitality sectors. The largest share of jobs will be 
filled by government employment at 23.40% of total 
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employment. The next highest shares will be educa-
tion and health services at 20.37%, trade, transporta-
tion and utilities at 17.77% and leisure and hospitality 
at 16.67%.P6

N3

mArcellus sHAle
Many Schuyler County residents are excited about the 
emerging Marcellus Shale natural gas drilling opportu-
nities now facing the county. The development of drill-
ing operations in the county can directly provide new 
employment opportunities, material spending, taxes 
and direct profits from leasing as well as indirectly cre-
ate new sources of revenue from increases in county 
spending by workers in the drilling operations. Some 
economic sectors are likely to benefit more than oth-
ers. Industries that are not directly associated with the 
energy industry often face inflationary pressures while 
not realizing increases in revenue. As the Northeast 
Regional Center for Rural Development states in their 
report Energy Boomtowns & Natural Gas: “The Pri-
mary stimulus will (likely) leak out through the broader 
regional economy as the local community is not poised 
to provide the labor, materials, and services needed 
for rapid industrialization.” The drilling companies will 
bring many workers with them when they locate in 
Schuyler County. Many of these workers are temporary 
residents who stay through the drill implementation 
and construction phase. They generally stay in the 
community for short periods of time, between 1 and 
5 years, and often split time between the community 
where they are drilling and their hometown. Some 
new residents will be permanent workers coming to 
man the drilling operations beyond the construction 
phase into the production phase. It is difficult to in-
terpret exactly how many new temporary and perma-
nent workers will locate in Schuyler County, especially 
because the larger communities in a region generally 
receive more of these workers even if they are far-
ther away from the drilling sites. The actual local jobs 
provided by drilling operations are often considerably 

less than amounts expected by host communities and 
promised by developers. While there will be some 
local employment opportunities provided by Marcellus 
Shale drilling, the new workers migrating to the area 
generally have an advantage over the local workforce 
because of their experience and training.P4
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Notes:        
N1. The part of zip code 14869 that extends beyond Catharine to the north is largely taken up by 
Texas Hollow State Forest. Zip code 14805 also extends beyond Catharine the north, but this zip 
code only provided 4 total firms each with less than 9 employees. Zip code 14865 extends beyond 
the town of Montour slightly to the north and east but is primarily in the town of Montour. Only a 
small portion of zip code 14864 is the town of Montour. Much of it extends beyond Montour to the 
south into Millport in Chemung County, but it only includes 4 firms all supplying less than 9 jobs. 

N2. The Oxford Economics Company’s findings are considerably higher than those generated by the 
New York State Department of Labor’s findings for the New York State’s Travel and Tourism Sector 
in 2007 despite the fact that only year had passed between the findings. The New York State Depart-
ment of Labor found that the tourism sector only provided 280 jobs and 3.9 million in wages in 
2007. The Oxford Economics Company actually acknowledges that their numbers are greatly differ-
ent than those provided by the NYS Department of Labor. One reason for this is because their data 
is based on the Regional Economic Information System (REIS). The main difference between these 
data sources is that the Department of Labor does not include sole-proprietorships. We believed that 
Schuyler County likely has many sole-proprietorships that would contribute greatly to this discrep-
ancy. Another reason for the discrepancy is that the Oxford Economic Company also had a broader 
definition of tourism to include sectors of the economy such as second-home ownership. For these 
reasons and other plausible definitional differences we have chosen to use the Oxford Economics 
Companies data. For more information about each data source please see the original documents.

N3. We cannot use the ratio-share technique to break this forecast down to the individual towns and 
villages of Catharine, Montour, Odessa and Montour Falls because the only data available to us for 
the individual municipalities does not tell us the total number of jobs supplied it only gives us the 
number of firms and a range of employees they may be employing. Furthermore, the ‘small scale’ 
data is not for a specific municipality per se, it is for the zip codes that make up each municipality.
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montour
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Land use patterns in Montour are closely tied 
with the town’s history in agriculture.  Montour 
primarily consists of agricultural, residential, for-
ested and vacant land.  Dense development has 
occurred in the Village of Montour Falls.  The vil-
lage has been able to preserve its historic mixed 
use character consisting of several commercial 
establishments mixed with community services.  
Both the Schuyler Hospital and the P&C super-
market are located in the village.  

  Several commercial stores have developed 
along Route 14, to the south of Montour Falls, 
creating a commercial corridor.  Large tracts of 
land along Route 14 are also owned by timber 
management.

  In 2008, Queen Catharine Marsh was designat-
ed as the Catharine Wildlife Management Area 
by the Department of Environmental Conserva-
tion.  This designation has created a new at-
traction to Montour for visitors who wish to view 
several types of birds, including the bald eagle.
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keY lAnd use trends

Photo from drpep @ Flickr.com

Photo from Champy1013 @ Flickr.com

route 14 commercial corridor 
The area south of Montour Falls along Route 14, a primary 
gateway into Montour, consists of several big box com-
mercial developments and community service buildings.  
These developments include: furniture retail stores, mo-
torbike dealerships, diners, gas stations, an office building 
and the New York State Fire Academy.   

historic village of montour falls
Montour Falls is home to the only Historic District in 
Schuyler County, the ‘Glorious T’ Historic District placed 
on the National Register of Historic Places in 1978.  The 
24 buildings in this historic district are exquisite examples 
of the striking Greek revival style.  Local entrepreneur 
Charles Cook commissioned the five primary buildings in 
the district: the County Clerk’s office, The Schuyler County 
Courthouse, the bank, the Montour House and the Episco-
pal Church in the period between 1854 and 1866.  These 
buildings are still used for commercial and residential uses.
There is a large industrial complex to the north of Main 
Street that is now used for light metalworking.  Surround-
ing that are several single family detached housing units 
and one of the few supermarkets in the area.

abundant natural & 
historic resources
Montour Town’s bucolic nature stems from the land’s 
natural beauty.  The town has developed along the bottom 
lands along Catharine Creek for the past few years.  Sev-
eral creeks converge at the Village of Montour Falls to cre-
ate many spectacular waterfalls.  These falls create natural 
attractions that tourists from all over the state, region and 
nation come to see.

US Geological Survey 2001
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strAtegic opportunities

current cHAllenges
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housing trends
Housing in Montour has degraded due to a combination of 
an increasing affordability gap, deteriorating housing stock 
and increasing rate of tenureship.

Housing prices have been increasing while income has 
remained steady.  This is creating an affordability gap, 
causing local residents to face a difficult time keeping 
their homes.  This is making the township to lose popula-
tion under the age of 34.  Prices for houses have been 
increasing because of increased housing demand by “baby 
boomers”, age 35-54, retiring to the area and households 
commuting to the Ithaca and Elmira area.

Montour Town’s housing stock primarily consists of single 
family detached units, rural residences with 10 or more 
acres and mobile homes.  Over fifty percent of the houses 
were built in 1939 or before.  Many of these houses have 
not been well maintained since then.  

vacant land
An increasing amount of agricultural land in Montour has 
become vacant.  A majority of vacant parcels is classi-
fied as agricultural and residential land.  Vacant land has 
mainly been used for hay pastures and cultivated crops, 
but there is some reforestation occurring in certain plots.

improve tourism through preservation 
and restoration
Montour Town has the potential to be a world class eco-
tourism spot through preservation and restoration of its 
current assets.  Key recreational areas should be protected 
from any pressures to develop.  Along with that, housing 
stock should be restored in order to help current residents 
and also improve general housing value.  This can be 
pursued through programs that encourage volunteers to 
do things as simple as weatherproofing homes.  Improve-
ments can be made to increase accessibility to all of the 
parks through improving signage for pedestrians.

protect and revitalize key agricultural 
land
Part of Montour’s charm is its outlying farmland.  This area 
has been safe from expansion due to low development 
pressure. Current trends are showing that this may not be 
true in the long run, however.  That is why it is important 
to pursue “smart growth” techniques to prevent devel-
opment on prime agricultural farmland and concentrate 
growth around Montour Falls.  Prime agricultural lands to 
the south should be protected as an agricultural district, 
while housing development should be encouraged to occur 
near existing housing areas.  
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tax parcels in catharine

Data taken from the New York State Office of Real Property Services
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cAtHArine
The Town of Catharine land use reflects its tra-
dition in agriculture.  Catharine remains a rural 
township with primarily detached single family 
farm houses throughout the countryside.  The 
township is composed of the hamlets of Alpine 
and Catharine as well as the Village of Odessa.  
Odessa is located in the center of Catharine 
and boarders the Town of Montour.  This vil-
lage primarily consists of single family resi-
dences and small retail stores and restaurants.  
The Odessa/Montour Middle/High School in 
Odessa serves both Catharine and Montour.  
Route 224, a major route connecting Tomkins 
County to Schuyler County, acts as the Main 
Street for Odessa.

Catharine has tremendous resources for out-
door recreation. The New York State Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation manages 
the Texas Hollow Wildlife Sanctuary north of 
the Village of Odessa, The Connecticut Hill 
State Game Management Area encompassing 
much of the western part of the town, and the 
Public Boat Launch on Cayuta Lake.  These 
outdoor reserves take up a large portion of 
land in Catharine, especially the Connecticut 
Hill State Game Management Area.
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Zoning in catharine

Data taken from Cornell Cooperative Extension
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Agricultural land use districts were 
first established in 1993, but have ex-
panded since then.  These countywide 
districts consist of contiguous parcels 
of viable agricultural lands totaling 
at least 500 acres in a single county.  
Landowners are eligible for certain 
incentives and protections from the 
state and local government to pro-
mote agricultural activity.  Catharine 
has ten districts within its township 
that helps protect the agricultural 
sector.

Zoning in catharine
Catharine’s zoning code favors preser-
vation of its current housing and ag-
ricultural land use.  Unless specified, 
all land use in the town is primarily 
agricultural or single family residential.  
There are two business use districts 
zoned that prohibit exclusive residen-
tial use and three house trailer use 
districts that permits trailer parks and 
services associated with them.  Busi-
ness use district 2 overlaps with a 
Schuyler County agricultural district, 
hindering commercial development.  

the dairy industry in 
catherine
Cattle is the primary agricultural com-
modity in Catharine.  There are nine 
major cattle ranches in the town, 
while the rest of the land is vacant 
farm land.  

seasonal tourism
Cayuta Lake attracts seasonal tourists 
to the area.  Because of this, the area 
along the lake has a large stock of 
seasonal residences along its shores.  
There is also a development that has 
created services catering to tourists 
and commuters.  

keY lAnd use trends
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current 
cHAllenges
demographic shifts
The population of Catharine decreased 3.06% from 1990 
to 2000, Odessa’s total population decreased by a massive 
37.42%.  The decline in the population is a combination of 
Catharine not having proper access to services as basic as 
a grocery store and the lack of good opportunities.  This 
has resulted in an increasing amount of vacancies in resi-
dential parcels in Odessa and throughout Catharine.

stymied odessa
Odessa has not been able to grow along with other neigh-
boring villages.  This has resulted in decaying or missing 
infrastructure which deters businesses from investing in 
the village.  Lack of community services, such as parks 
and playgrounds, in Odessa has been attributed to dis-
putes over parking and agricultural arguments.  This is 
problematic towards the future viability of the village.  
Decreasing population due to lack of vision and opportuni-
ties is starting to strain the tax revenue of village, which 
is placing the services offered by the village in jeopardy.  
This creates a “chicken or the egg” scenario, where 
Odessa cannot attract businesses without infrastructure 
to generate revenue, yet they cannot afford to run those 
systems due to declining population and tax revenue.

strAtegic 
opportunities
promote tourism of catharine’s wildlife 
reserves
Employment based on tourism, education and health 
services will begin to increase in the next decade.  The 
Cornell Cooperative Extension forecasted that the largest 
share of jobs will be filled by government employment, 
education, health services and transportation.  Catharine 
can prepare for these job opportunities by carefully man-
aging their land use to preserve their current agricultural 
lands and wildlife reserves.  

contain commuter development in cer-
tain areas
Catharine has been attracting commuters from Ithaca and 
Elmira.  This unregulated growth is creating problems in 
both the housing market and land use.  Commuter devel-
opment can be used to increase tax revenue though.  One 
way to take advantage of this is by concentrating new 
commuter based development in residential areas like the 
Hamlet of Alpine, Catharine and Cayutaville.  Increasing 
population here would create increase tax revenue, as well 
as create demand for infrastructure systems such as water, 
sewage and public transportation.



infrastructure
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montour falls water
Montour Falls’ water system serves approximately 1,845 
persons through 575 connections. Two significant problems 
have been noted.  1) E-coli bacteria has been found in one 
of the wells on a number of occasions, which points to likely 
groundwater contamination, and 2) the wells drop signifi-
cantly in static water level during drought periods.  P12

Two groundwater supply wells meet an average daily 
demand of 211,000 gallons per day.   The estimated wa-
ter demand is 114 GPD per capita (211,000 GPD /1,845 
persons), which when compared to a standard NYSDEC 
estimate of 75 GPD indicates a system loss of up to 34% of 
the total system output.  The peak daily demand is 376,000 
gallons per day. The water mains are cast iron and ductile 
iron ranging in diameter from 4-inch to 12-inches.  The 
Village utilizes three steel water storage facilities that were 
rehabilitated in 1995.  Given that the estimated life of water 
storage tank coating is 15 years, the three water tanks may 
need rehabilitation within the next 5 years.  P12

montour falls sewer
The wastewater system in Montour Falls is old and failing. 
When it is wet out, storm water and/or groundwater can 
push into the system and cause the plant’s fixed activated 
sludge treatment to overflow.   The four-pump system with 
mainly vitrified clay pipes has exceeded permit levels for 
BOD5 (biochemical oxygen demand) on numerous occa-
sions. Oxygen deficiency pollutes water and kills fish.  P12

odessa water
Odessa’s water system was built in 1938 and services 810 
people (including the Odessa Montour Central Schools) 
through 290 connections. Major water system upgrades 
were completed in 2000 including the installation of a new 
water storage tank, two new groundwater supply wells and 
water mains. The average daily and peak daily demands 
are 96,000 GPD and 172,800 GPD respectively. The water 
demand per capita is estimated at 118 GPD/capita (96,000 
GPD /810 people) which is above the NYSDEC estimated 75 
GPD/capita which indicates 37% of water is unaccounted 

for. One of the two wells constructed in 2000 has concen-
trations of Iron and Manganese in excess of the New York 
State Department of Health Standards.  “As a result, this 
well was approved by the New York state Department of 
Health as a backup well only.” The other well, the main 
well, contains arsenic. Recently, the levels have been mea-
sured at 0.009 mg/l, which is just slightly under New York 
State’s maximum contaminant limit of 0.01 mg/l.  P12

lack of sewers in odessa limits com-
mercial development
Interest from developers for investing in sites in the village 
center along have not moved.  The back property lines of 
some potentially desirable sites are too close to the creek 
to be able to be permitted for additional private sewer 
development.  

sewer And wAter



29
state of the community report 2009

cooperative sewer and water agree-
ments have been proposed
A 2008 SCOPED report identified a possible location in 
Watkins Glen for a new sewage treatment plant.  It would 
service multiple areas including Montour Falls and could 
potentially be expanded south along SR 14 into the Town 
of Montour and to the Village of Odessa.  A new approach 
for a shared water system would be based on the existing 
Watkins Glen treatment plant and Lake Seneca source.  

Costs for both water and wastewater are likely to increase 
for small municipalities due to increasing regulatory 
requirements.  These and the benefits suggested by the 
SCOPED  report indicate that new county water and sewer 
districts and intermunicipal agreements may make good 
sense for Montour Falls, Montour and Odessa.  In addition, 
local wastewater treatment facilities lack the capability to 
treat hydofracturing fluids from any future Marcellus Shale 
gas drilling operations.  Future planning efforts should aim 
to develop consensus between jurisdictions on how to best 
create the administrative structure to move forward with 
the recommendations of this report. P12

Benefits of a shared water and sewer 
program 

• Go from two to sewage treatment plants to   
 one – increase efficiency and future capacity.

• Build source redundancy and drought manage  
 ment capabilities into water system.

• Save 2-7% for ratepayers from staffing consolida 
 tion, new financing.

• Enhance technical and management capabilities   
 for regulatory compliance and efficiency.

• Regionalize use of Seneca Lake for water,   
 which has positive implications for land 
 management practices.

• Increase potential to obtain grant funding.

• Expand economic development potential.  

( County-Wide Water/Sewer Administrative Structure Evaluation, 
2008)

catharine and montour have private 
septic systems and wells
Given the lack of population growth and development in 
the area (which might make municipal sewer expansion 
feasible), private septic systems will continue to be the 
dominant form of wastewater management outside of the 
Village of Montour Falls.  This has significant implications 
for land use.  Regulatory minimums for property lot sizes 
range from 20,000 sq feet for conventional systems on 
sites that have access to public water to 80,000 sq ft for 
alternative systems on sites that have private well water.  
80,000 sq ft is nearly a two acre lot and 20,000 sq ft is a 
½ acre lot.  Minimum frontage requirements range from 
100 to 150 ft.  New high-tech systems which demand 
smaller areas for effective treatment may allow smaller lot 
sizes in the future.  Further study on implications of septic 
technologies is recommended.  S23

The Schuyler County Watershed Protection Agency has 
comprehensive data for non-municipal sewers in the 
Towns of Catharine and Montour and the Village of Odes-
sa.  This data source has been developed since the mid-
1970s and is based on permits which are required for real 
property transactions, refinancing and new construction.  
The data are in an Access database; coding into GIS is 
suggested to assist in identifying candidate areas for sewer 
expansion and managing groundwater contamination and 
any future regulatory requirements.  

New Dwelling Construction - Minimum On-site Sewer 
Setback/Size Requirements

Public water Private well

MIN FRONTAGE - Alternative System 150 ft 150 ft

MIN FRONTAGE - Conventional System 100 ft 100 ft

MIN LOT SIZE - Alternative System 40,000 sq ft 80,000 sq ft

MIN LOT SIZE - Conventional System 20,000 sq ft 40,000 sq ft
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overview of highway infrastructure
Montour and Catharine are small rural towns containing a 
mix of road types.  Three state highways run through the 
area – 14, 224 and 228.  SR 14 is a significant north–south 
arterial connecting Montour Falls and the Town of Montour 
to Elmira and Horseheads to the south and Watkins Glen 
to the north.  SR 224 connects Montour Falls, Odessa, and 
the Town of Catharine to points southeast and is the major 
route connecting the area to Ithaca via SR 13.  SR 228 con-
nects Odessa to Mecklenburg and Trumansburg.

The local highway administration consists of five additional 
jurisdictions - two town highway departments (Montour and 
Catharine), two village highway departments (Montour Falls 
and Odessa) and the Schuyler County Highway Depart-
ment. 
 
Road types
• 4 state highways (13, 14, 224, 228)
• 9 county roads (6-8, 10-15
• Municipal roads
• Private drives and roads

Local Highway Traffic Volumes
An inventory of traffic volumes for state highways, county 
roads and the main local roads can be found in the appen-
dix.  Most of the roads have low traffic.  Notable exceptions 
include the state highways, SR 14 and SR 224 which pass 
through the downtown areas of Montour Falls and Odessa.   
Recent plans call for improvements to the roadways in the 
downtown area to mitigate the negative impacts on com-
merce and pedestrian safety.  Truck noise and exhaust have 
also been mentioned as problems in recent plans.  P2, P14

Area highway department budgets are strained
In an effort to maintain the needed plowing, salting, paving 
and maintenance services, the Schuyler County Highway 
Department shares services with the towns, villages and 
schools under an inter-municipal agreement.  “Shared 
Services is intended to consolidate those services used 
throughout the county to eliminate redundancies, enhance 
service levels, and improve productivity and utilization, and 
lower costs.”  S24   These have included the shared use of 

paving equipment, wood chippers and mulching machines, 
an excavator, and a bulldozer.  A shared fueling facility was 
created in 1998 and a small salt storage facility for shared 
use is planned for the Town of Catharine. S24   These types 
of cooperative efforts could provide a good framework for 
future road maintenance agreements and regulations that 
may be required to mitigate the costs of any future heavy 
truck use for Marcellus Shale natural gas extraction.

no local airport
Schuyler County is adequately accessible by air via four air-
ports located near Elmira, Ithaca, Rochester and Syracuse. 
The demand for air travel from Schuyler County does not 
justify an airport in the county.  P2

low-income residents need additional 
transportation options
Per capita income for the county is 42% below the state-
wide average, and over 11% of Montour and Catharine 
residents live in poverty.  There are limited local options 
for food shopping with one P&C grocery in Montour Falls; 
otherwise travel to the Walmart in Watkins Glen is required.  
Low-income residents and the elderly and disabled also 
need to access medical services, human services, work 
sites or training, support groups, parenting classes, child 
care and afterschool programs and education.   P23

A comprehensive Transit Needs Assessment for Schuyler 
County was completed in 2007, with the main recommend-
ed policies designed to meet the needs described above.  

Policy recommendations include:
 
• Implement new flexibly scheduled small bus service  
 linking rural townships with destinations.
• Enhance rural and regional fixed route bus service
• Enhance coordination with social service agencies 
• Provide for ongoing assessment
• Establish a County Transportation Committee

trAnsportAtion
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a county focus on tourism develop-
ment also has implications for transit
A summertime tourist-oriented circulator from Watkins 
Glen has been suggested by both the SR 14 Transportation 
Study and the Transit Needs Assessment and may enhance 
tourist activity in Montour Falls if it is implemented.  P2, P23

commuters to ithaca and cornell and 
work destinations in chemung and 
steuben counties have reliable com-
muter bus options from montour falls
CCTS – Chemung County Transit System and TCAT – 
Tompkins County Area Transit each provide services.  
Detailed recommendations for route, stop, and schedule 
improvements can be found in the 2007 Transit Needs As-
sessment.  S23

safe routes to school 
Schools in Odessa and Montour Falls may qualify for fund-
ing to provide bicycle and pedestrian improvements, en-
couragement activities and educational programs around 
schools.  The Schuyler/Steuben Transportation Committee 
called for examining options to look into this program; 
however there is currently no SRTS program in the County.  

the catharine valley trail provides a 
healthy recreational and non-motor-
ized transportation opportunity.
The trail connects Montour Falls to Watkins Glen three 
miles to the north and to Elmira and Horseheads to the 
south.  Additional infrastructure improvements are re-
quired to “attract and accommodate increased tourism 
visitation”. P2  Bicycle and pedestrian improvements focus-
ing on trail access in the Village of Montour Falls would be 
desirable.

Drove alone

Carpooled

Public transportation

Motorcycle

Bicycle

Walked

Worked at home

commuting to work : 16 and older

2000 Census

montour Falls downtown

2005 Village of Montour Falls and Watkins Glen Improvement Strategy
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highway management practices are 
being improved to enhance water qual-
ity in montour and catharine
A 2007 Water Quality Strategy for Highway Operations 
report identified areas of town roads with severe erosion 
problems.  Addressing these issues is important for stream 
and lake water quality.  A set of recommended manage-
ment practices as well as specific tasks were produced 
and presented to the town and village highway depart-
ments.  In addition to mapping and inventory, the recom-
mended tasks include:  routine inspection of road banks 
and ditches, drainage improvements and road bank/ditch 
stabilization projects (includes Cass Rd, Crans Rd and S. 
Genesee St in the Town of Montour as priority project loca-
tions), obtaining funding for salt barns, providing county 
assistance to towns for seeding and mulching, reducing 
drainage impacts from off-right-of-way uses (including 
potential gas drilling, timber harvesting, and development 
projects), and obtaining funding for equipment needs.

 

odessa needs better sidewalks
Sidewalk facilities are lacking in the Village of Odessa, 
most importantly along the main state highway, SR 224. 
This was mentioned repeatedly in stakeholder interviews.  
Poor sidewalks are an impediment to commercial develop-
ment and are a safety concern for residents and school-
children. Odessa hosts the middle school and high school 
for the region along with an elementary school, and it has 
been reported that some children walk in the road on their 
way to school due to the poor sidewalk facilities.  Also, ac-
cording to a survey of Montour and Montour Falls residents 
completed as part of the 2006 comprehensive planning 
process sidewalk maintenance and construction is consid-
ered “very important” in Montour Falls as well.  P14

a majority of workers travel more than 
15 minutes to work
According to US Census data, in 2000 approximately 40% 
of all commuters from the area travelled less than 15 min-
utes to work.  More people (approximately 25%) travelled 
30-60 minutes than those who commuted 15-30 minutes 
(20%).  There are a number of folks for whom the area 
is a bedroom community for work in Ithaca, Horseheads/
Elmira, or Corning, but less than 5% travelled more than 
one hour. The percentage of people working from home 
remained very low.  A rural broadband access project and 
may increase the percentage of people working from home 
in the future.  S1

the sr 14 corridor between watkins 
glen and montour falls is an important 
place to focus transportation improve-
ments
State Route 14 is a main commercial corridor in the region.  
Enhancements to meet the needs of tourists 

venturing south to the Glorious T in Montour Falls and 
other area attractions are important to consider. Plans 
should work to achieve a careful balance of roadway im-
provements for motorists and also sidewalks, bicycle and 
transit facilities for these users.  P2   Many of the findings 
below may also be applicable to SR 224 in Odessa, where 
there has been less formal study.

new schuyler county transportation 
planning processes hold promise for 
improved coordination and project 
funding opportunities
A bi-county 
Met- ropolitan 

Planning Organization (MPO) or Regional 

Town Moderate 
Erosion

Severe Ero-
sion

Very Severe 
Erosion

Catherine 1.20 .25 0

Montour 2.55 4.65 miles .35

commute time

Less than 15 minutes

15 to 29 minutes

30 to 44 minutes

45 to 59 minutes

60 minutes or more

2000 Census
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Trans- porta-

tion Planning Organization (RTPO) process has 
been proposed for Schuyler and Steuben Counties.  

Transportation findings for SR14 from 
the 2009 villages of watkins glen and 
montour falls area transportation 
study

Economic Activity, Land Use and Policy
• The County’s rural and sparsely distributed population
makes transportation an especially important topic in any
serious discussion of economic and community
development.
• Schuyler County has commercial growth along the Route
14/414 corridor, centered on the two villages of Watkins
Glen and Montour Falls.
• Downtown merchants and property owners identified
Route 14 noise and traffic as their number one concern.

Traffic and Rail Operations

• With the impending completion of Route I-86 even greater
traffic between I-90 and I-86 can be expected.
• Having an interstate on the map will likely increase
tourism within the area.
• The use of Routes 14 as a pass through for
trucks and cars which do not contribute to the county’s
economy is a continual problem.
• County industries rely on truck and rail service for the
movement of goods. Although available to a number of
sites throughout the county, the rail system primarily serves only 
Cargill, Inc. and US Salt.

(Source:  2009 Villages of Watkins Glen and Montour Falls Area 
Transportation Study)

No vehicle

1 vehicle

2 vehicles

3 vehicles

4 or more vehicles

5 or more vehicles

2000 Census

Vehicles owned
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odessa – montour school district
The Village of Odessa hosts the Middle/High School and 
one of two elementary schools. The other elementary 
school in the district is in Montour Falls.  Schools are the 
largest single land use in the Village of Odessa.  

 

Quality education
Odessa - Montour School District spends $8,841 per stu-
dent, compared to the national average of $6,058.  There 
are approximately 17 students per teacher.  Average scores 
on the NY State regents test are also slightly higher than 
the state average for most subjects.  S25, S26

other educational institutions
The New York State Fire Academy in the Village of Montour 
Falls trains firefighters from all over the state.

Schuyler County no longer has a formal child care center, 
which reduces parents’ options for types of care and also 
reduces the number of child care slots.” P13

broadband internet access is currently 
limited, but may soon expand
The Southern Tier Central Planning Board recently created 
a broadband network business plan for the region including 
Schuyler County and applied for a multi-region fiber-optic 
backbone funding to support rural broadband access.   If 
funded, this could have significant future impacts on land 
use as it will allow telecommuters and new types of busi-
nesses to locate in the region.  P8

enrollment in the odessa-montour school district has 
been declining for the past 40 years
% decrease since 2000 18.1%
% decrease 1990-2000 6.2%
% decrease 1980-1990 17.8%
% decrease 1970-1980 15.7%
Avg 10yr enrollment decline since 1970 14.4%
1974 peak enrollment 1561
2009 enrollment 806

2020 enrollment projection 690
(based on 14.4% ten-year decline)

scHools &
broAdbAnd 



environment
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The towns and villages contain several sites of significant 
environmental importance that are highly sensitive.  Each 
site and adjacent areas should be regarded as key loca-
tions for preservation and should be protected from nega-
tive environmental impacts.

open space and very sparse develop-
ment dominate in catharine, odessa, 
montour, and montour falls.
Reforestation of former pasture and croplands has also 
occurred in many areas.   Due to the importance of farm-
ing in the area, agricultural protection is a major concern.  
Natural gas drilling may expand in the near future given 
recent technological advances enabling the exploitation of 
Marcellus Shale.  Other forces will likely create environ-
mental impacts in the area including future agricultural 
activity, preservation, and residential or commercial devel-
opment.  Environmental considerations are of vital concern 
when evaluating which sites are more suitable for any type 
of land use in the four jurisdictions.

connecticut hill wildlife management 
area is the largest wildlife manage-
ment area in new york state
Unlike many lands that are suitable for farming in Schuy-
ler County, Connecticut Hill’s soil condition and elevation 
make it too harsh for agriculture.  Therefore, it has been 
preserved as a state wild life area.  It holds ponds with 
beavers, reptiles, amphibians, large and small mammals, 
and birds, and although hunting and fishing are allowed, 
swimming, driving off road, and boating are prohibited due 
to environmental sensitivity.S15 To preserve the integrity of 
this wildlife area, future development and drilling should 
be directed away from surrounding county land.

 

texas hollow state forest hosts a wide 
variety of uses from timber production 
to recreation 
The forest, situated in the Town of Catharine contains 
wildlife, including significant large bass and catfish popula-
tions.  The area also has a history of ATVs and snowmobile 
use, which may have negative impacts on wildlife, erosion 
and air quality.  Trash and bonfires also have a negative 
effect on the wildlife population.  P20

 

rock cabin road in montour falls is 
home to three uncommon butterfly 
species
The species include Tawny Emperor, Hackberry and Snout 
and can be found on properties along the road’s eastern 
border. Rare wild onions, wildflowers, and a variety of bird 
species can also be found.P20 Future planning efforts in 
Montour Falls may wish to look at environmental impact 
mitigation alongside the Rock Cabin Road by placing limits 
on development or other activities which may have ad-
verse environmental impacts.

the montour falls biodiversity area is 
home to many rare plants
Several species have been identified which do not exist in 
other parts of the Finger Lakes, and there are also some 
ancient prairie species.P20

reptiles, amphibians, and birds can be 
seen along the catharine valley trail
The trail runs through Montour and provides a scenic rec-
reational route for tourists and local residents.P18

mAjor ecosYstems
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ViewsHeds
wind turbine development may be 
unlikely in the towns of montour and 
catharine due to wind suitability, but 
a recent study highlights potential 
viewshed impacts
In anticipation of future wind development pressure in 
Schuyler County, Cornell Cooperative Extension and the 
Southern Tier Regional Planning and Development Board 
recently performed a Wind Turbine Viewshed Anaylsis.  
Few sites with average annual wind speeds of more than 
14.5 miles per hour were located in Catharine and almost 
none were located in the Town of Montour, which may 
limit viability of wind development in the area.  However, it 
does not eliminate the potential, and Hector – adjacent to 
Catharine to the north – has a number of sites with suit-
able wind speed, so future study is recommended.  This 
report is an important first step; future analysis should 
include wildlife habitat, noise, shadow flicker, ice throw 
and bird/bat death considerations.  P7

hospital hill is a spectacular view from 
montour falls

It can be seen from southern side of the village near 
Queen Catharine Marsh.  The parking lots of Schuyler 
Hospital and the Primary Care Center on Steuben Street 
provide lookout sites.P14

there are many great views along sky-
line drive in montour falls
Gorgeous views of the village, lakes, marshes, and valley 
can be experienced by those traveling along the road.P14

beardsley hollow road and stewart 
road, in the town of catharine, pro-
vide panoramic views of many scenic 
areas p18

Queen Catharine Marsh
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wAter resources
catharine creek marsh, in montour is 
one of the largest cattail marshes re-
maining on the east coast
It is also is home to rare plants and a nesting ground for 
threatened bird species. It filters water flowing from John’s 
Creek and several seasonal tributaries from the eastern 
hillside.  Potential development along Route 14/414 and 
Rock Cabin Road could impact water quality and important 
wetland habitats.S15 For several reasons, this area should 
be preserved in its natural state and development should 
not take place near Catharine Creek Marsh.  

cayuta lake is used for camping, boat-
ing, swimming and also hosts a wide 
variety of fish and birds
Many wetlands also surround the lake.  This area is envi-
ronmentally sensitive due to the wildlife.  Lake-edge camp-
grounds pose potential threats to the natural landscape 
and ecosystem, with sedimentation, agricultural runoffs, 
and failing septic systems, and runoff from impervious 
surfaces among the negative impacts that have already oc-
curred at the lake.  An ongoing effort will need to be made 
to minimize future environmental impacts.P20

cayuta inlet contains 95 acres of 
meadow, upland forest, swamp forest 
and wetland shrubs
Rare fresh water sponges line in the inlet creeks and are 
sensitive to activity.   The site could become imperiled in 
times of low water flow, which would allow pollutants from 
the lake to migrate upstream.  The area will need to be 
monitored and protected in the future. P20

montour falls municipal marina leads 
to seneca lake.  
The area provides boating opportunities, fishing and picnic 
sites.P14

   

montour falls has a number of scenic 
waterfalls
Aunt Sarah’s Falls is a large waterfall on the west side 
of Route 14.  Shequaga Falls is the picturesque waterfall 
running behind the downtown of the village.  Deckertown 
Falls is another major waterfall in Montour Falls with flows 
through Catlin Mill Creek.  These waterfalls add to the 
beauty, character, and identity of the village.P14

catharine creek trout stream 
This stream in Montour has a large number of rainbow 
trout.  The entire watershed requires a stabilization plan to 
include vegetative seeding of roadside ditches, vegetated 
buffers on agricultural lands and manure management.
P20 This area will need to continue to be monitored and 
protected.

hinman swamp hosts a particularly 
large population of green heron 
This wetland located in the Town of Catharine can be 
found on County Route 11 and is also home to birds, rep-
tiles, amphibians and insects.P20

texas hollow sphagnum bog is the 
only sphagnum bog in schuyler coun-
ty
It is located in Texas Hollow State Forest and a portion of 
the forest is located in the Town of Catherine.  It is a ten 
acre bog which contains moss, plants, and several types of 
vegetation.  According to the Kestrel Haven Avian Migra-
tion Observatory report, illegal plant collection, human 
trampling and illegal off-road vehicles are the primary 
threats.P20 These actions need to be prevented in the 
future.

Cayuta Lake
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HAzArds
there are a number of concerns sur-
rounding the agricultural nuisances 
within catherine, odessa, montour, 
and montour falls 
Agricultural nuisances have become a problem with an 
increase in industrialized farming.  Large dairies have used 
Envirosoil (soil treatment chemicals) and liquid manure.  
Chemicals used in agriculture have raised community 
health concerns, water and soil concerns, and generated 
complaints due to the smells that are created.  
  

natural gas exploration
Marcellus Shale may attract natural gas drilling to Schuyler 
County within the next several years.  Some landowners in 
Catharine, Odessa, Montour, and Montour Falls would likely 
seek compensation from Natural Gas Companies for leases 
on their land for wells, access roads and tanks.  Sites 
which are particularly likely to be impacted include proper-
ties owned by absentee land owners, large landowners, 
and farms, as well as sites of previous wells.  Drilling could 
impact hunters and fishers, winery owners, tourism, and 
campgrounds.  Environmental concerns center around the 
potential for fluids used in the hydro-fracturing process 
to contaminate groundwater and surface water.  Fiscal 
concerns center on increased costs for road maintenance 
on the highway departments due to the increase in heavy 
truck traffic.  Also, each well may use up to 1 million gal-
lons of water.P5  

Some of the large companies that might pursue drilling in 
Schuyler County within the next two years include Fortuna 
Energy, Inc. and Chesapeake Energy.  Cabot Oil & Gas 
which is a smaller company might consider drilling in the 
near future.  There is a concern that smaller companies 
have fewer resources to mitigate negative impacts on 
roads and water quality.
Further study is recommended to:  

Outline the full set of potential economic, environmen-1. 
tal and public fiscal impacts
Outline lessons learned from current activity in Penn-2. 
sylvania, and 
Develop a legal/policy strategy for how municipalities 3. 
can mitigate potential negative impacts.

flooding 
There are some areas that have had frequent flood-
ing, particularly in Montour and Montour Falls but also in 
Odessa and Catharine.  These areas are highlighted in the 
flood hazard map.

many slopes in catherine, odessa, 
montour, and montour falls provide an 
ideal landscape for existing agricul-
tural activity
Some areas that have more than 5 percent slopes are not 
viable for agriculture, and are mostly forested.  Some of 
the hilly areas in Schuyler County are suitable for wine 
cultivation and also provide aesthetic appeal for many 
residents.  Due to slope suitability considerations, future 
development and agricultural activity are most likely to 
occur in the sections of the slope map that are highlighted 
in blue.  These areas have preferred farming slopes.  A 
significant portion of the areas lie in the Town of Catha-
rine.   Stakeholder interviews and a review of the Montour/
Montour Falls comprehensive plan point to an overarching 
community preference for preserving agricultural land.
P20   It will be important to manage growth in areas with 
prime slopes for agriculture.  Also, sustainable agricultural 
practices should be encouraged to prevent erosion and all 
activity should be diverted away from slopes that are near 
major bodies of water.

soils
Catharine, Odessa, Montour and Montour Falls have good 
agricultural soils and a large amount of prime farmland.  A 
significant amount of this land is currently in agricultural 
use.  Some of the vacant land is also suitable for either 
field crops or dairy which are primary agricultural activi-
ties in the region.  However, soil in areas that are not 
considered prime farmland can also be used to cultivate 
hay.  Schuyler County soils can also support many winer-
ies. This has allowed the county to become a prominent 
wine region in Upstate New York.  Natural gas drilling will 
potentially compete for land with prime agricultural soils 
due to the general flatness of these lands.
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keY stAkeHolder 
issues
issue
identificAtion

three methods were employed to 
gather information about key stake-
holder issues.
1) A careful review of 16 plans and reports specific to the 
area.  These covered topics ranging from transportation, 
infrastructure, human needs, housing, agriculture, eco-
nomic development, and the environment.  Also Schuyler 
County completed a comprehensive plan in 2004 and the 
Town of Montour and Village of Montour Falls completed a 
joint comprehensive plan in 2007; each of these included 
detailed community engagement and stakeholder issue 
identification processes which provide significant informa-
tion to guide our report.

2) A meeting with members of the Schuyler County Plan-
ning Department and the Schuyler County Watershed 
Inspector in early October further guided our identification 
of key issues, as well as our selection of key interviewees.

3) Key interviews.  Given the narrow timeframe of the 
project and the existence of a recent comprehensive plan 
for Montour/Montour Falls, our group chose to interview a 
small group of key people, focusing on Odessa/Catherine 
using a modified SWOT analysis (strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities, threats).  

interview Questions included:
• What do you see as the opportunities for Schuyler 
County? 

• What do you see as the challenges for Schuyler County? 

• What makes Catherine, Montour, Montour Falls and/or 
Odessa unique?
 
• What are the key community issues or concerns?

interviewees
John Wickham- Schuyler County Soil and Water 
Conservation District

Danielle Hauteniemi- Schuyler County Planning 

Rocky Kambo- Cornell Cooperative Extension

Roxanne Leyes- Winsome Winds Nursery & Greenhouse 

Peggy Tomasi- Village of Odessa Trustee

Steve DeWalt- Village of Odessa Planning Board, Chair

Tim Hicks- Schuyler County Watershed Protection Agency 
and Town of Catherine Planning Board member
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stAkeHolder issues 
Detailed treatment of these issues may be found the preceeding sections:

• Maintain natural beauty, scenery, and rural character
• Improve sewers, sidewalks and water – infrastructure in the Villages
• Increase jobs, economic development, and local retail options
• Minimize agricultural nuisances – especially in Catherine
• Development pressures in eastern Catherine – balancing residential growth with preservation and local 
revenue/cost issues
• Lack of local government expertise and training causes Odessa and Catherine miss out on funding and 
opportunities to enhance the functioning of local government
• Downtown and state highway corridor improvements in Montour Falls and Odessa 
• Marcellus Shale gas drilling – impacts vs. opportunities -  need for local governments to prepare, lack of 
information available to landowners, absentee landlords
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appendix

table of contents 

1. county of work charts for each municipality

2. local road inventory

3.sources

Town of Catharine
Workers 16 and over

Worked in state of residence; Worked in county of 
residence

Worked in state of residence; Worked outside 
county of residence

Worked outside state of residence

Town of Montour
Workers 16 and over

Worked in state of residence; Worked in county of 
residence

Worked in state of residence; Worked outside 
county of residence

Worked outside state of residence

Village of Odessa
Workers 16 and over

Worked in state of residence; Worked in county of 
residence

Worked in state of residence; Worked outside county 
of residence

Worked outside state of residence

Village of Montour Falls
Workers 16 and over

Worked in state of residence; Worked in county of 
residence

Worked in state of residence; Worked outside 
county of residence

Worked outside state of residence
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locAl roAd inVentorY
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Catharine NY228 VILLAGE OF ODESSA CR 10 1400 2008
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Schuyler County Road Inventory
AADT = Average Annual Daily Traffic
Municipality Road Name Number From  To Lenghth AADT Year Counted
Montour CROTON 50 SR14 DEADEND 0.1 70 2002
Montour FITZPATRICKHIL 80 WINTON M/VLINE 1.6 100 2005
Montour FITZPATRICKHIL 80 SR14 WINTON 1.4 200 2002
Montour MITCHELLHOLLOW 170 VO/M CR14 0.64 300 2005
Montour SGENESEE 190 VM/T SR14 0.74 500 2005
Montour FOOTSHILL CR0070 AUBLERD 1.15 200 2004
Montour FOOTSHILL CR0070 MONTOURTL AUBLERD 0.84 300 2004
Montour JACKSONHILL CR0140 MFALLSVILL MITCHELLHLLW 1.91 600 2004
Montour JACKSONHILL CR0140 MITCHELLHLLW MONTOURTNLN 0.9 600 2004
Catharine SWANHILL 360 CR14 SR13 2.54 60 2005
Catharine FOOTSHILL CR0070 ODESSAV/L MONTOURTL 0.26 400 2004
Catharine NSETTLEMENTCA CR0100 SR224 CR6 1.6 700 2004
Catharine NSETTLEMENTCA CR0100 CR6 SR228 0.42 700 2004
Catharine JACKSONHILLHI CR0140 CR15 CR11 1.9 1000 2004
Catharine JACKSONHILLHI CR0140 MONTOURTNLN CR15 0.36 700 2004
Catharine JACKSONHILLHI CR0140 CR11 CATHARINETL 1 800 2004
Catharine RIDGE CR0150 CR14 ODESSAV/L 1.16 1300 2004
Catharine RIDGE CR0150 CHEMUNG CL CR 14 1.3 1200 2004
MontourFalls LHOMMADIEUST 170 CATLINST MAINST 0.32 400 2002
MontourFalls MARINADR 210 HIGHWAY14 DEADEND 0.97 100 2003
MontourFalls MILLST 230 PARKSRD VILLLIMITS 0.29 400 2002
MontourFalls SENECAST 320 DEADEND ROCKCABINRD 0.41 300 2002
Odessa COTTNHANLONRD 50 MAINST OWENPL 0.1 300 2004
Odessa GRANTRD 100 MECKLENBURGRD EVILLAGELINE 0.2 400 2003
Odessa MILLST 150 MAINST RAILROADST 0.05 1200 2004
Catharine NY224 TOWN OF CAYUTA & TOWN OF CATHE 0.24 3450 2007
Catharine NY224 TOWN OF CATHER 3.41 3450 2007
Catharine NY228 VILLAGE OF ODESSA     CR 10  1 581.58 1400 2008
Catharine NY228 CR 10 1.15 990 2007
Catharine NY228 TOWN OF CATHA 1.31 990 2007
Montour NY14 Chem/Schuy Co Line 3.09 6200 2006
Montour NY14 TOWN MONTOUR  0.17 6200 2006
Montour NY224 0.69 4400 2007
Montour NY224 0.51 4400 2007
Montour NY224 MONTOUR FALLS  0.5 4400 2007
Montour Falls NY14 TOWN MONTOUR VILLAGE OF MONTO 0.09 7000 2006
Montour Falls NY14 RT 224 MONTOUR  0.99 7000 2006
Montour Falls NY14 RT 224 MONTOUR FALLS 0.63 10800 2008
Montour Falls NY14 VILLAGE OF MONT 0.71 10800 2008
Montour Falls NY224 MONTOUR FALLS V/L 0.3 4400 2007
Montour Falls NY224 0.37 4400 2007
Montour Falls NY224 RT 14 MNTR FLS E 0.21 4400 2007
Odessa NY224 TOWN OF CATHERI RT 228 ODESSA 0.35 3450 2007
Odessa NY224 RT 228 ODESSA WEST LINE ODESS 1.12 3950 2006
Odessa NY224 WEST LINE ODESSA & TOWN MONTOU 0.02 4400 2007
Odessa NY228 RT 224 ODESSA VILLAGE OF ODES 0.55 1400 2008
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Citation Number Plans and Reports Year Source
P1 2010 Regional Comprehensive Eco-

nomic Development Strategy
2009 STC (Southern Tier Central) Regional 

Planning and Development Board
P2 Area Transportation Study - Villages 

of Watkins Glen and Montour Falls
2009 FRA, A Tylin International Company on 

behalf of NYSDOT and the Statewide 
Planning Bureau

P3 Baby Boom Migration and Its Impact 
on Rural America

2009 US Deparment of Agriculture

P4 Energy Boomtowns & Natural Gas: 
Implications for Marcellus Shale on 
Local Governments and Rural Com-
munities

2009 The Northeast Regional Center for Rural 
Development

P5 Gas Well Drilling and the Protection 
of Private Water Supplies in New York 
State - . 

2009 Community Science Institute.

P6 Schuyler County Housing Needs As-
sessment

2009 Cornell Cooperative Extension

P7 Schuyler County Wind Turbine Views-
hed Analysis

2009 Cornell Cooperative Extension and STC 
Regional Planning and Development 
Board

P8 STC 2007 and 2009 Reports to the 
Schuyler County Legislature

2009 STC (Southern Tier Central) Regional 
Planning and Development Board

P9 The Economic Impact of Tourism in 
NY State - Finger Lakes Focus

2009 Tourism Economics - An Oxford Econom-
ics Company

P10 Agricultural Development and Farm-
land Protection Plan - Supplemental 
Revision

2008 Schuyler County Agricultural and Farm-
land Protection Board

P11 Agritourism - Cultivating Tourists on 
the Farm

2008 Washington State University Extension - 
Small Farms Team

P12 County-Wide Water/Sewer Adminis-
trative Structure Evaluation

2008 Schuyler County Partnership for Economic 
Development (SCOPED)

P13 Human Services Needs Assessment, 
Area-Wide Action Plan

2008 Southern Tier Central Regional Planning 
and Development Board

P14 Comprehensive Plan for the Town of 
Montour and Village of Montour Falls

2007 The Shepstone Management Company and 
Fairweather Consulting

P15 Water Quality Strategy for Highway 
Operations, Schuyler County

2007 Schuyler County Water Quality Coordinat-
ing Committee

P16 Villages of Montour Falls and Watkins 
Glen Downtown Improvement Strat-
egy

2005 Bergmann Associates, RKG Associates, 
Steinmetz Planning Group for SCOPED

P17 Public Boat Launches - Seneca Lake 
and Cayuta Lake

2004 NYS Department of Environmental Con-
servation (DEC)

P18 Schuyler County Comprehensive Plan 2004 Schuyler County Planning Commission
P19 Schuyler – Steuben Rural Transporta-

tion Needs Study
2002 STC (Southern Tier Central) Regional 

Planning and Development Board

sources
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P20 Unique Natural Assets of Schuyler 
County, New York

2001 John and Sue Gregoire - Kestrel Haven 
Avian Migration Observatory

P21 Agricultural Development and Farm-
land Protection Plan

1999 Schuyler County Agricultural and Farm-
land Protection Board

P22 Zoning Ordinance : Town of Catharine Town of Catharine
P23 Schuyler County Transit Needs As-

sessment 
2007 Nelson / Nygaard Associates for Schuyler 

County 
OTHER SOURCES
S1 1990 Census 1990 US Census Bureau
S1 2000 Census 2000 US Census Bureau
S3 American Economic Survey 2007 US Census Bureau
S4 Cornell Program of Applied Demo-

graphics
2009 College of Human Ecology - Cornell Uni-

veristy
S5 Havana - Article 1894 Schuyler County Historical Society
S6 Lake Grove Park www.lakegrovepark.com
S7 National Registerof Historic Places www.nationalregisterofhistoricplaces.com
S8 New York State Museum www.nysm.nysed.gov/historicmarkers
S9 NYS Travel and Tourism Sector by 

County and Industry Group
2007 NY State Department of Labor

S10 Schuyler County GenWeb www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nyschuyl
S11 The Cool Lea Camp www.coolleacamp.com
S12 The Finger Lakes Trail Association www.fingerlakestrail.org
S13 The History of NY State, Book VII, 

Chapter V
1927 Sullivan, James - editor - http://www.us-

gennet.org/usa/ny/state/his/bk7/ch5.html
S14 The International Ecotourism Society www.ecotourism.org
S15 The New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation Site
http://www.dec.ny.gov.

S16 Town of Catharine www.townofcatharine.com
S17 Watkins Chamber of Commerce www.watkinschamber.com
S18 Wine Business www.winebusiness.com
S19 Cornell University Cooperateive 

Extension, Schuyler County Land Use 
team

2009 http://www.sc-landuse.org/

S20 Tax Parcel Data NYS Office of Real Property Services
S21 EPA Land Cover GIS Data 2007 Environmental Protection Agency
S22 Soil survey geographic database 2009 USDA
S23 Schuyler County Watershed Protection 

Law - Minimum Lot Sizes
http://www.schuylercounty.us/wpa.htm

S24 Schuyler County Highway Depart-
ment - Shared Services

http://www.schuylercounty.us/sharedser-
vices.htm

S25 Odessa - Montour Falls School Dis-
trict data

www.bestplaces.net/city/Montour_Falls-
New_York.aspx 

S26 Odessa - Montour Falls School Dis-
trict test scores

www.greatschools.net/modperl/achieve-
ment/ny/3107#from..Tab)


